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lying principle of the system of subsidiary alliance, established
by Lord Wellesley, was that the States which accepted this
system gave up the control of their external activities,, and in
exchange for this the paramount power provided troops for
defence. This force was generally paid for by assignments of
territory. The system of subsidiary alliance deprived the states
which accepted it, of the essential attributes of sovereignty in
that they had to agree to submit all their political disputes to
British mediation. On the other hand, Raja Sahu recognized
the suzerainty of the Emperor and promised to pay him tri-
bute. Contrary to the principle of the system of subsidiary
alliance of Lord Wellesley, "the Maratha kings exacted Chauth
without undertaking the least responsibility for the country's
welfare, and they never expected the Ckauth-paying states to
give up their diplomatic independence. Marathas never cared
to maintain an extra regiment when they received Chauth from
a prince, nor had the amount of tribute any relation to the
possible expense that might be incurred in the defence of the
Chautk-paying territories."1 Moreover, the promise of the main-
tenance of peace and order on the part of Balajl Vishwanath
had no resemblance to the underlying idea of offering protec-
tion in the system of subsidiary alliance. It was only a promise
to suppress depredations of other Maratha chiefs.
Balaji Vishwanath is considered the author of the
scheme for collecting the Chauth and Sardeshmuhhi which was
introduced in the Deccan after his return from Delhi. He
based his scheme of the appropriation of revenues on the
standard assessment of Aurangzlb's time when the annual
estimated revenue of the Deccan \vas calculated to be about
18 crores of rupees. But as a result of war and depredations
after the latter5 s death, the yield of revenue had considerably
diminished, and the resources of the country had been drained
to the utmost extent. In these circumstances, "to have collected
even one-fourth of the standard assessment would probably at
this period have been impossible; but the Marathas, in all
situations, endeavoured to secure, in lieu of this Chauth^ at least
25 per cent of the real balance. But although they seldom
could collect it, they always stated the Chautk as due upon the
Tunkha, or standard assessment, because, even should a day
1 Sen, Administrative System of the Marathas, p. 116.

